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Silver Birches, Acrylic and Conté on canvas. 2015 

(Painting donated by the artist for auction at the RNC) 

 
CATHY STOCKER: PICTURESQUE  

(Recent works on canvas and paper) 
25th February – 15th April 2016 

 
The Chapel Arts and Media Centre at the RNC is pleased to 
present a new exhibition of work by Cathy Stocker. This will 
be her 9th solo show, an exhibition of new and recent works on 
canvas and paper. 
 
Cathy Stocker was born in Taplow, Buckinghamshire in 1965. She 
studied at Amersham College of Art and Design and Leeds 
Polytechnic (Metropolitan University), graduating in 1988 with 
a B.A. (Hons) in Fine Art. Exhibiting regularly in both solo 
and group shows in Finland and the UK, Cathy’s series of 
silver birch paintings have won her an award and her 
portraiture has been exhibited as part of the Royal Academy of 
Art’s summer show in 2013.  

Cathy is an artist unconfined by particular subject matter. In 
her diverse practice, she first explores her subject by making 
detail watercolour drawings from life, which she then 
magnifies into much larger paintings in oil or acrylic on 
canvas, covering portraiture, still life, land or seascapes, 
allowing her a freedom of expression which is evident in her 
colour and brush work. 



In this new exhibition, Cathy explores the landscape of The 
Wye Valley (in her Hay Bluff and Black Mountain series) and 
the seascapes of West and North Wales (in her Cae Du series). 
Cathy will also be showing a selection of portraiture and life 
studies from her recent solo show at London’s Lauderdale 
House. 

“The 18th century artist and author Reverend William 
Gilpin was one of the originators of the idea of the 
picturesque, which he defined as “that kind of beauty 
which is agreeable in a picture”. Last year a descendant, 
artist Cathy Stocker, produced such a seductive 
contemporary version of the picturesque with her 
paintings of silver birches that she won Lauderdale 
House’s annual competition, Pride in the House, now in 
its 11th year.” Alison Oldham, HAM & HIGH, JAN 2012 

Gilpin’s first publication in his series of tours, relative to 
Picturesque Beauty was ‘Observations on the River Wye’. It is 
therefore fitting that descendent artist, Cathy, should return 
to the area with her own interpretations at the RNC in 
Hereford. 

Cathy works as a full-time artist from her studios in West 
Wales. She will be donating a silver birches painting (see 
above) for silent auction to raise funds for The Chapel Arts 
and Media Centre at RNC. The silent auction will run the 
length of the exhibition. 

 

- Notes for Editors - 

Exhibition:  CATHY STOCKER: PICTURESQUE (Recent works on 
canvas and paper)  

Exhibition Dates: 25th February – 15th April 2016 
Opening Times:   9:00am – 6:00pm Mon - Fri (weekends by 

appointment)  
Preview: Thurs 25th February 6.30-8.30pm 

(All welcome) 
Venue: The Chapel Arts and Media Centre, 

The Royal National College for the Blind (RNC), 
Venns Lane, Hereford. HR1 1DT 

Telephone: 01432 376621 
Admission: Free 
Website: http://thechapelarts.org.uk/ 
Buses / Trains:  Bus number 77 from City Bus Station. Trains to 

Hereford station, Venns lane is a 15 minute 
walk form the station or 5 mins by taxi.  

Press contact: Paul Read. Email: paul.read@rnc.ac.uk 
Website: www.cathystocker.com 
Email: cathy@cathystocker.com 


